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Synopsis

John Coltrane left an indelible mark on the world, but what was the essence of his achievement that
makes him so prized forty years after his death? What were the factors that helped Coltrane
become who he was? And what would a John Coltrane look like now--or are we looking for the
wrong signs?In this deftly written, riveting study, New York Times jazz critic Ben Ratliff answers
these questions and examines the life of Coltrane, the acclaimed band leader and deeply spiritual
man who changed the face of jazz music. Ratliff places jazz among other art forms and within the
turbulence of American social history, and he places Coltrane not just among jazz musicians but

among the greatest American artists.
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Customer Reviews

| liked that the emphasis wasn’t purely biographical but centered more on the evolution of his sound.

as a jazz guy i've read all the great coltrane books but this one by a jazz critic/journalist has more of

a spiritual insight thinkinabout trane and has a bit more bite because of a bit of criticism reported



about trane from people of the past, not just unadulterated praise for the master.. just a feeling i get
from the read: like we know trane the man and not just the legend.. the imperfections were
refreshing.. we don’t need or demand that trane be perfect.. he’s just perfect as he is.. thanks ben,

great read man :-)

Ben Ratliff's book is about Coltrane’s work not a biography but an analysis of the music and the

concepts behind it.A great read and very informative .Well worth the read.

Fast shipping, great book

Had everything | needed

Best Coltrane book I've read!!!!

| enjoyed this book very much. | have been enjoying Coltrane’s music since 1978 and | have read a

lot of books about him. This one was well written and a pleasure.

great book
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